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H ave you been dreaming of taking to the skies in your very own 

aircraft? Soaring through the air, inhibited by the restrictions 

gravity forces upon us.

You might be saying to yourself, “oh, but if only I knew how to fly.”

With those skills, you could reach new heights at your leisure in your 

very own personal aircraft. You could leave your local airport at a 

moment’s notice and fly to anywhere your heart pleases – whether 

you want to tackle a mountainside hike in Bozeman, Montana; head 

to a rodeo in El Paso, Texas; or enjoy some organic coffee in Seattle, 

Washington – the options are endless.

If you’ve had this dream for a lifetime, or even just a few hours, 

becoming a pilot is not as hard as you’d t hink. Any person 

that’s passionate about flying should read through this guide to 

understand the steps involved in obtaining your pilot license.

In order to soar through the clouds, you need to get off the ground. 

Inflight presents this ebook with the hope that you chase that 

passion and make your dream of flying come true! We’re here to 

show you the way.

Let’s get started!
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1CHAPTER

T o become a pilot, the first step is to decide the type of aircraft 

you want to fly. Are you hoping to man the controls of a 

Boeing 747, or does operating a smaller Cessna 172 sound 

more appealing? The Federal Aviation Association (FAA) has different 

licensing requirements based on the type of aircraft you fly. 

Whether it’s a plane, helicopter, glider, hot air balloon or airship, there 

are a number of options to choose from when first starting out. 

You should also consider what type of flying you want to do. The 

spectrum runs from leisure to commercial airline pilot. 

Whether you want to fly for work or pleasure, obtaining your basic 

private pilot certificate (what’s commonly referred to as a “prviate 

pilot’s license” or “PPL”) is where you’ll start. With this, you’ll be well 

on your way to making your dream of flying a reality.

PRE-TAKEOFF: 
COMMON QUESTIONS
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The private pilot certificate is normally 

the first certificate a pilot will receive 

(although recently, sport and recreational 

certificates have risen in popularity; 

they require less training but have more 

restrictions than a private certificate). 

Whichever one you choose, it will open 

up opportunities for new challenges, 

exciting adventures and priceless 

comradery with fellow pilots. 

A pilot license allows individual citizens 

to operate non-commercial aircraft 

for personal or recreational purposes. 

Most typical among these types are the 

aircraft manufactured by Cessna, Piper 

and Beechcraft. They generally seat two 

to six people and have engines in the 

60 to 300 horsepower range and must 

weigh under 12,500 lbs. 

Private pilots may use their airplane 

for the purpose of commuting to and 

from work; however, they may not carry 

passengers or freight for hire. In some 

cases, a group of persons may share 

costs of taking a trip (“splitting the gas”), 

but they may not pay the pilot for his/

her services.

While these planes aren’t 747s by any 

means, they work perfectly fine for getting 

you from point A to point B. Private 

planes afford you flexibility and other 

benefits that you won’t get with larger, 

more complex aircraft. For example, you 

can take your family sightseeing, go for 

day trips or plan a trip with multiple stops.

Many times, there are affordable hotels 

or camping spots near airports so you 

can save a little dough when you make 

a pitstop. Each area will also most likely 

have a pilot’s club where you can meet 

and greet with other flying enthusiasts.

Once you have your pilot license and 

some experience under your belt, there’s 

absolutely nothing preventing you from 

flying to your dream destinations. 

What is a Basic Private Pilot Certificate?
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In this section, let’s clear up some commonly asked questions among 

aspiring pilots. We’re sure you’ll have more questions than this, but it’s 

a start.

Other Commonly Asked Questions From Aspiring Pilots

This one is easy – no, it’s not hard! No matter what age, education 

level or ability you have, you can learn how to fly. After you register 

for flying lessons, you’ll be taking the controls (under supervision of 

an instructor, of course) almost immediately.

While flying isn’t a terribly difficult skill to learn, you need to have 

the drive to complete the program and meet all your requirements. 

It’s important that anyone flying understand and abide by the rules 

and regulations for safety reasons. 

Is learning to fly difficult for the average person?

The moment your private pilot license is issued, you are certified 

to fly any single-engine, fixed-gear airplane weighing under 12,500 

lbs., with less than 200 horsepower in visual conditions, day or night. 

A newly minted private pilot can fly all planes in the generic category 

single engine piston, or SEP. This includes the trusty Cessna 172, 

Piper PA-28, Diamond DA40 and Robin DR400, among similar 

planes. More complex types of aircraft, like those with retractable 

undercarriage or variable pitch props, will require you to get 

additional training and licensing.

What types of planes can I fly? 
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In order to fly in poor or low-visibility conditions, you need to have an 

instrument rating which lets you fly by reading your instrument. To 

fly in instrument conditions, or above 18,000 feet, you need to have 

a separate instrument certificate from the FAA. To obtain this rating, 

you will need to take a written test, meet training requirements and 

pass your checkride with an FAA examiner.

What is an instrument rating?

The timeline of your training process hinges on a few different 

factors. 

The FAA requires that you have at least 40 hours of flight time, 

including 20 hours of flight training and 10 hours of solo flight. The 

average number of hours at which students receive their certificates 

is between 60 and 70.

Those students that choose to fly every day can earn their certificate 

in about two months. Those taking lessons two to three times a 

week usually graduate in three to four months. With lessons once a 

week, expect to finish the program in a year.

But no matter how long it takes you, staying persistent until the end 

is worth it. 

It’s important to remember that regardless of how often you fly, 

students learn at their own pace. Some will catch on quickly to 

certain concepts, but may struggle to grasp others. There’s no 

wrong way to go about it – all that’s important is that you become 

the best pilot that you can be!

How long will it take to obtain a private pilot license?



A typical student can expect to pay between $10,000 to $18,000 

for the flight lessons, flying club fees, books and training supplies. 

Fees can be paid on a lesson-by-lesson basis, which keeps the initial 

investment low. 

Contrary to popular opinion, flying lessons aren’t exclusively for the 

wealthy. Pilots-in-training come from all walks of life - there are 

kids in their teens and 20’s, college students, working professionals, 

retired folks and other everyday enthusiasts that live by modest 

means. 

If you’re really struggling to find the cash to take flying lessons, there 

are many financial assistance options available to you. Scholarships 

can also help lower costs, and are available through various industry 

and education groups. 

How much does it cost to earn a private license?

Working towards a career as an airline pilot is a huge commitment, 

but every pilot flying for Delta or United started by obtaining their 

private certificate first (with the exception of military members).  

After obtaining your pilot license, you can move on to qualifying for 

your instrument rating, commercial license and eventually airline 

pilot status. 

Keep in mind that this is a very simplified 

explanation, but at least it gives an idea of 

what can follow after the private training, 

should the pilot choose to pursue a 

career in aviation. We cover this 

process in chapter three.

I want to fly jumbo jets -- is this where I start?
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You’ve undoubtedly been to an airport before. Imagine sitting and 

waiting for your plane to board, watching the planes coming and 

going from the runway. Every few minutes a plane is landing or 

taking off. And that happens at almost 44,000 airports around 

the world, 24/7/365. In fact, you’re more likely to get harmed in a 

tornado than a commercial flight.

Smaller planes are as safe as the pilots flying them. And 80 percent 

of small-plane accidents are a direct result of poor decision making 

on the part of the pilot. To increase safety in the air, you can sign 

up for the best training possible and practice intelligent decision 

making. This means avoiding hazardous conditions, not pushing 

your fuel limits and getting proper maintenance checks. 

There’s a common misconception that whenever an airplane 

malfunctions, it always results in a fatal or serious-injury accident. 

But in truth, about 75 percent of all airplane accidents result in minor 

or no injuries. When it comes down to it, pilots have a great deal of 

control over how safe they are in the air, and in the case they need 

to make an emergency landing. In order to lower risk, you’ll need to 

fully commit to continuous learning throughout your flying career.

If you’re interested in learning more about flight safety, check out 

these online resources that offer free safety courses and seminars 

throughout the country:

AOPA Air Safety Foundation: www.aopa.org

FAA: www.faasafety.gov

EAA: www.eaa.org

Is flying safe?
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You can start today! All you need to do is find a qualified flight 

instructor or school and sign up for an introductory lesson. 

When can I start?

http://www.aopa.org
http://www.faasafety.gov
http://www.eaa.org


2CHAPTER

T o fly your own plane through the nation’s airspace by yourself, 

you will need to meet a series of requirements and obtain 

your private pilot license. Throughout your training, you’ll 

learn aircraft maneuvers, cross-country flight planning, navigation 

techniques, weather monitoring and emergency procedures.

This is the first goal you need to achieve to make your dream of 

flying come true. So what do you need to do in order to get your 

private pilot certificate? Here are the steps you have to take.

GETTING OFF THE GROUND: 
STEPS TO OBTAIN YOUR PPL
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MEET ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

STEP 1

There are certain eligibility requirements that you will need to meet in order to 

obtain your pilot license, set forth in regulation FAR 61.103. 

In order to get certified, you will need to:

1. Be at least 17 years of age for a rating in other than a glider or balloon.

2. Be able to read, speak, write, and understand the English language. 

OBTAIN A STUDENT PILOT CERTIFICATE
STEP 2

After meeting the above requirements, you will start by getting a student pilot 

certificate. You’ll do this by completing an application through the Integrated 

Airman Certification and Rating Application (IACRA) website or by paper using 

FAA form 8710-1 and submitting it to a Flight Standards District Office (FSDO), 

an FAA-designated pilot examiner or a certified flight instructor. 

The authorized party will process your 

application and submit the required documents 

to the Airmen Certification Branch. The student 

pilot will receive their certification, in the form 

a hard card license with included certificate 

number, in the mail after it’s reviewed and 

approved by the Airmen Certification Branch.

PASS THE THIRD-CLASS AVIATION MEDICAL EXAM

STEP 3

If you haven’t already completed your aviation medical exam, you’ll need to do 

it before you can perform a solo flight. Sometimes your solo training can come 

up quicker than you’d expect, so it’s best to be ready when that time comes. 

To exercise privileges of a private pilot, a person is required to have a current 

3rd Class FAA-issued medical certificate.
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FIND AN INSTRUCTOR
STEP 4

To find your ideal instructor, do a little research online, or call a few local airports 

to check if they offer classes. Most areas that are big enough to have even a 

regional airport will have instructors in the area. Ask around at the terminal or 

other business on the field – the pilot community is close knit and there are 

always flight instructors that are eager to pass on their knowledge.

TAKE THE NECESSARY TESTS
STEP 5

Some flying programs will require you to successfully pass the FAA Private 

Pilot Written Exam before ever taking the controls in a cockpit. While others 

will allow you to fly as often as you’d like while you study for the test in your 

freetime.

No matter what the program instructs you to do, you need to complete the test 

before you can take your final checkride and obtain your certificate. If you’re 

comfortable with the material, take it as early as possible so that you can be 

that much closer to certification.
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START FLYING!
STEP 6

Once you’ve completed the above steps and you’re actively involved in a flight 

training program, you’re ready to take to the skies!

To get certified, you’ll need to meet the required flight time, and learn every 

day maneuvers as takeoff, landing, turns, climbs and descents. 

You will need at least 10 hours of training to fly the plane by yourself, although 

many students choose to extend this training so they can truly master the 

aircraft and accompanying skills. While learning maneuvers is fun and exciting, 

some of the dryer concepts, like emergency procedures, communicating on 

radios, navigation techniques and reading weather conditions, are crucial to 

your overall success and safety as a pilot.  

From there, you’ll need to fine-tune your skills to ensure that you’re ready to 

pass your checkride with flying colors.

For private pilots, you will need at least 40 hours of flight time, of which 20 are 

from an instructor and 10 are solo flights, before you can take your checkride. 

Additionally, you’ll need to complete three hours of night flying, three hours 

of cross-country training, three hours of basic instrument rating, one cross 

country that is over 100 nautical miles and 10 takeoffs and landings.

If this sounds overwhelming, don’t worry – your course instructor will get you 

everything you need to complete all these requirements.
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TAKE THE CHECKRIDE (FAA PRACTICAL TEST)

STEP 7

A checkride is the FAA test that you must take to receive an aircraft pilot’s 

certification, or an endorsement for additional flight privileges. In this final part 

of the training process the student being examined flies in an aircraft with the 

Designated Pilot Examiner or other authorized examiner to show competency 

in the skills that are required for the certification.

The checkride consists of a verbal exam and a flight exam, and lasts anywhere 

from 2-6 hours. The verbal exam is given on the ground and can last as little 

as 30 minutes. Upon successful completion of the verbal portion, the flight 

portion is completed which usually consists of two hours in the air.

GET YOUR LICENSE

STEP 8

Upon successful completion of your checkride, the examiner will help you fill 

out the FAA paperwork online. The examiner will give you a temporary private 

pilot certificate to use while you wait for the official FAA certificate to arrive in 

the mail. 

Once you pass the FAA Practical Test, you’re free to fly around the country 

uninhibited – congratulations!
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3CHAPTER

A fter you’ve completed all the requirements and are now 

officially licensed, you’re probably wondering what the next 

step is. If your goal is to make flying into a career, more 

training lies ahead. Even if your main goal in learning to fly is just to 

have a fun hobby, you can always benefit from continued training.

There are three main types of pilot certificates beyond the private 

classification that you can obtain. These include the commercial, 

flight instructor and airline transport pilot certificates.

If you’re trying to soar to greater heights, getting one, two or all of 

these certificates should be the next accomplishment on your list. 

REACHING GREATER HEIGHTS: 
ELEVATE YOUR EDUCATION
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COMMERCIAL PILOT

How To Get Your Commercial Pilot License

With a commercial pilot license, you’re able to get paid for the flying services that 

you provide. Commercial pilots are given the opportunity to fly more complex 

aircraft with features such as a controllable-pitch propeller, retractable landing 

gear and flaps. Because more knowledge is involved in piloting commercial 

planes, your flight training will require more precision and intelligence with 

flight operations.

Since there are separate regulations for scheduled flights, commercial pilots 

must also abide by any additional federal aviation regulations that pertain to 

commercial flying operations.

1 MEET BASIC REQUIREMENTS
In order to obtain a commercial pilot license, applicants must meet these 

eligibility requirements:

1. Be at least 18 years old and able to communicate effectively. 

2. Pass a physical exam that involves a vision test.

3. Obtain private pilot certificate.

4. Present logbook endorsements from an official instructor to certify their 

aeronautical experience and knowledge.

2 LOG FLIGHT HOURS
To obtain your commercial certification, you need to log your flight hours. First, 

spend 250 hours flying in various situations, including solo and as the pilot-in-

command (PIC). Next, complete your instrument training as required. Third, 

you will have to successfully pilot a plane with designated gear. Finally, you 

will need to fly cross-country in both day and nighttime conditions, as well as 

complete a designated number of takeoffs and landings.
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3 PASS ALL REQUIRED TESTS
As with any educational endeavor, there are going to be tests to prove your 

knowledge. Throughout the coursework, you must pass the FAA practical test 

to become commercially licensed. This test, a beefed-up version of the private 

license practical test, has the student show keen proficiency in piloting aircraft, 

demonstrate their ability to meet industry standards and perform a litany of 

operational tasks. It’s also required that you pass a written exam to determine 

your knowledge and ability in flying.

4 GET OUT THERE & WORK
It takes plenty of work, years of time and plenty of flight experience, but once 

you’ve completed the above steps, you’re able to take a job as a commercial 

pilot. 

There are tons of fun and interesting niches within the commercial pilot job 

market. For instance, you could turn your talents towards the adrenaline fueled 

world of skydiving, becoming a jump pilot, or you could become a ferry flyer, 

where you operate delivery flights for the purpose of getting an aircraft to 

someone. 

Or, you could take the more straight-forward route of becoming a corporate 

pilot; flying for businesses is one of the more lucrative options, with the plus 

side that you often get to travel internationally. 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR
Becoming a flight instructor is a great way to gain hours or make flying your 

career. While many choose to forego the flight instruction certificate, these 

courses are a fantastic option for those looking to build up their way to gaining 

their ATP.

The coursework for becoming a flight instructor consists of instructional design, 

learning theories and in-depth commercial piloting procedures. For those that 

love flying and helping other people learn the practice, this certificate allows 

the pilot to share their knowledge with others while simultaneously gaining 

experience to move on to an airline.
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How To Get Your Flight Instructor License

1 KNOW YOUR ELIGIBILITY
To become an instructor, applicants must fulfill a series of requirements:

1. Be at least 18 years old.

2. Able to read, speak, write and understand English.

3. Hold either a commercial pilot certificate or an ATP certificate.

2 KEEP MEDICAL CERTIFICATE UPDATED
If you’re training to become a flight instructor, that means you already have 

a commercial pilot certificate, which in turn means you already have a valid 

aviation medical certificate. 

However, it’s not actually required for a flight instructor to have a current 

medical certificate IF they aren’t acting as a PIC or performing duties of a 

required crewmember. 

While it’s not required, most flight instructors choose to keep their 3rd class 

medical certificate up to date to increase PIC flight hours. Also, this prevents 

you from having to deny novice students who cannot yet act as the PIC. 

In any case, your final checkride requires you to act as PIC, so if you want to 

pass your class, you’ll need to get one.
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3 TAKE THE FAA WRITTEN EXAM AND FOI
Once again, you’ll need to prove your aeronautical expertise by taking exams. 

There are two initial tests that you must take to become a certified flight 

instructor. They include:

1. FAA Certified Flight Instructor Knowledge Exam

This exam tests your knowledge on everything you’ve learned up to this point. 

That includes any questions about recreational, private and commercial related 

topics, as well as high-performance, instrument and multi-engine related topics. 

You should be prepared for anything.

2. FOI (Fundamentals of Instruction) Exam

This exam tests the student’s ability to teach and understand the principles of 

learning. From effective training strategies and learning tactics, you’ll be grilled 

on proper teaching technique.

4 PREPARE LESSON PLANS
Your lesson plans must include everything in the FAA Practical Test Standards 

(PTS) for each lesson. For instance, if the PTS references stall and spin awareness, 

you need to test the student’s knowledge on that concept. 

Prepare your plans early on in your learning process so you can start teaching 

right away once you obtain your certification. You can print off some diagrams, 

charts, relevant advisory circulars (ACs) and FAA safety briefings for each 

lesson, or purchase simulator programs to foster learning.    

5 PRACTICE INSTRUCTING
The beginning portion will review specific maneuvers to ensure you’re up to 

date with local area operations and federal aviation regulations. The majority 

of your certified flight instructor training however will be from the co-pilot’s 

chair. You will be practicing proper instruction technique on a pretend student, 

teaching them how to perform properly fly through the sky. 

You’ll also be working from the ground. You will teach your instructor as though 

they are the student going through the licensing process. This role play will 

continue until you’re ready to handle any situation.
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6 TAKE THE CHECKRIDE
The final step to becoming a flight instructor is to take the checkride. Since 

you’ve been through checkrides before, you should be able to handle pressure. 

We will warn you, however, that CFI checkrides carry the notorious reputation of 

being the most demanding. Some instructors have had to go through multiple-

day checkrides to get their certification – so be prepared! 

AIRLINE TRANSPORT PILOT
The crown jewel of pilot certifications is the airline transport pilot license (ATP). 

It’s the most advanced certificate and must be obtained before a pilot can fly 

commercial airliners as their job. 

To become eligible for an ATP certificate, a pilot must have logged at least 

1,500 hours and be at least 23 years old.

A restricted ATP with lower requirements is available for some pilots, like 

military pilots and students graduating from approved universities.

How To Get Your Airline Transport Pilot License

1 OBTAIN A BACHELOR’S DEGREE
A bachelor’s degree is not necessarily required to get started as an airline 

pilot, but aspiring pilots should know that one is required to fly for any of the 

major US airlines. While you can get any degree, you should try to gain relevant 

knowledge by enrolling in an aviation or aeronautics program that includes 

physics, aeronautical engineering and mathematics. Try to enroll in a program 

that’s been approved by the FAA, if possible.

Because the airline pilot job market is so competitive, another important part 

of becoming an airline pilot is networking. A university or college provides the 

opportunity for you to join student pilot clubs, like the Air Line Pilots Association 

International (ALPA) ACE club, and other professional groups so you can build 

out a network that you can reach out to after graduation.
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2 ACQUIRE FLIGHT EXPERIENCE
It’s probably not shocking to read that aspiring airline pilots are required to 

complete a certain amount of flying hours before qualifying for certification. 

To fly for an airline, you will need 250 hours of flight time to obtain your 

commercial license, in addition to 1,500 hours of flight time for your ATP license. 

On top of that, you’re required to have no fewer than 40 hours of instrument 

flying experience, both in-air and through simulation. Your flight training can 

be completed through aviation degree programs, through FAA-approved flight 

schools or  by hiring a personal flight instructor. 

While formal training will teach you basic knowledge, it doesn’t provide first-

hand experience that will allow you to succeed as an airline pilot. With a personal 

flight instructor, you’ll have access to someone that can provide you with in 

depth instruction.

Another option is joining the military. A ton of working airline pilots got their 

experience by flying for the Air Force, Army, Navy and others.

3 OBTAIN LICENSURE
Once you’ve gained the necessary flight experience, you must complete a written 

exam, demonstrate your flying ability and pass an instrument flying rating exam. 

Candidates must also pass a physical exam and have vision correctable to 20/20, 

good hearing and no physical disabilities or handicaps that will hinder them from 

performing their duties.
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4 GAIN PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
As prerequisites for employment, most airline companies will require the 

individual to take physical, psychological and aptitude tests, as well as drug 

tests. Once you’re hired, pilots are put through an additional 6-8 weeks of 

training courses with at least 25 hours of flight time. 

New hires will be integrated into the job by first acting as co-pilots. You may 

want to consider applying for piloting jobs through regional airline or smaller 

commuter companies to gain experience before applying to the major airlines. 

5 ADVANCE AS AN AIRLINE PILOT
Moving up in the world of airline transportation is largely based on seniority, 

however pilots can obtain captain rank in other ways. There are more flight 

ratings available that normally correlate to the type of aircraft one can fly. 

You can also join a professional aviation or pilot’s association, like Aircraft 

Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) or the International Federation of Airline 

Pilots Association (IFALPA).
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4CHAPTER

N ow that you know the different levels of certification and 

what it takes to become a pilot of any ability, you’re probably 

wondering how to get started with your training. 

So where do you go to learn to fly? 

The flight school or training program you choose will depend on 

where you live, your budget, your desired goals and other criteria. 

With that in mind, let’s take a look a few different approaches to 

choosing the right flight instructor or training center.

NAVIGATING THE SKIES: 
FIND A FLIGHT SCHOOL
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If you live in a larger market you may 

have the option of training at a facility 

that specializes in training pilots. We’ll 

call those ‘flight schools’. That term is 

pretty broad and could include a very 

small one- or two-airplane operation, but 

for the purpose of this discussion we are 

talking about big facilities, like Spartan, 

Flight Safety Academy, or a college or 

university flying program. Most of these 

larger schools are designed for folks on 

an aviation career path, but they could 

still be an option for the enthusiast, all 

you need to do is inquire. The training 

will likely be excellent, but probably more 

expensive. 

Flight Schools

Almost every airport has a Fixed Base 

Operator (FBO), where the majority of 

students go to learn. 

They usually provide pilot training in 

addition to providing fuel, maintenance 

and hangar services. If your local FBO 

is large, they could have several flight 

instructors on staff and a variety of 

specialized courses.

Costs will change from company to 

company, so shop around to find the 

best deal on price. The unwritten rule to 

follow, however, is that the bigger the 

airport, the more it’ll cost you.

In terms of location, give due diligence to 

the amenities it offers. Ideally, you’d want 

to rent planes from the same company 

after you have received your license. 

Fixed-Base Operator (FBO)

While big cities and metropolitan areas 

will have many flight training options, 

not every town in America have these 

opportunities. If you’re in a more remote 

location, you may have to take a hybrid 

approach to your training. 

If the nearest airport is a lengthy drive, 

you might want to consider taking lessons 

in large chunks to minimize the cost of 

travel time. You can block off a half or 

full day to do two or three flights with 

short debriefing breaks in between. This 

will speed up the pace of your training 

program and get you flying in no time!

Another option is to go to the nearest 

local airport or hangar and see if any pilots 

are willing to rent out their aircraft. You 

may get lucky and that pilot could be an 

instructor and you could hire him to train 

you. Head to the AOPA School Locator or 

the FAA School Locator websites to find 

local businesses that provide training.

Hybrid Approach
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Part 61 vs. Part 141 Flight Training

If you’re researching flight training 

options, you’ve probably come across 

these two phrases. When a flight school 

discusses training under Part 61 or Part 141, it is 

referring to the federal regulations under which it 

has the authority to train pilots. These regulations 

define minimum requirements for pilot training 

and certification.

Any FAA-approved flight instructor, 

whether associated with a flight school 

or not, may train students under Part 61 

regulations.

Part 141 regulations 

define the structure 

and capability of a 

flight school, which is more 

rigid. Part 141 is permitted 

only by instructors associated 

with a flight school  or university 

approved by the FAA.

The major difference between Part 61 

and 141 is the syllabus. 141 flight schools 

must offer coursework that’s approved 

by the FAA.  They are also subject to 

regular surveillance audits and must 

meet minimum pass rates on practical 

exams. This allows less flexibility overall.

PROS & CONS OF PART 61 VS. PART 141

• Part 141 follows a strict course outline 

and timeline, whereas Part 61 students 

can learn at their own pace.

• Part 61 gives students the ability to work 

outside of the classroom, whereas Part 

141 instruction must take place at an 

approved training center or university.

• Students under Part 61 will save money 

on both ground school and flying 

lessons. The AOPA estimates the cost 

difference between Part 61 and Part 141 

is around $40,000.
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5CHAPTER

A re you getting excited? Because you’re almost ready to fly! 

Now that you’re prepared with the knowledge of how to 

obtain your pilot’s license, you can start the process. 

To help you out, the next page contains a checklist that you can use 

to get off the ground. Follow this step-by-step list and check off 

completed items as you earn your private pilot certificate.

After all is said and done, if you’re dreaming of taking to the skies, 

there has never been a better time to start than now. 

From the entire team here at Inflight Pilot Training, we wish you the 

best of luck – now get out there and earn your wings!

Visit our website for more information about Inflight Pilot Training 

and don’t forget to follow us on social media to keep up with the 

latest news via Facebook, Instagram, Twitter or YouTube

PREPARE FOR LANDING!
A QUICK PROGRESS CHECK
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https://www.instagram.com/inflightpilottraining/
https://www.twitter.com/inflightmn
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCF4Mj59XfxHNQixR3Y06arg/feed


LEARNING TO FLY
CHECKLIST

Determine your goals before signing up for lessons

Decide which type of license you want to obtain

Locate a training facility in your area

Select training program and instructor

Obtain training materials

Pass medical exam

Begin lessons

First solo flight

Continue studying and training for your exams

Pass ground school and other required tests

Prepare for your checkride

Pass your checkride

Fly whenever and wherever you wish!
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